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Understanding Literal and Figurative Language						Name_____________________

Literal Language is:  to write or say something in a literary work that means its actual definition.  Figurative language doesn't mean exactly what it says.  Unfortunately, many people take figurative language literally.  The next time you say - this briefcase weighs a ton, they might just think that it does and come away with a belief that a ton is something close to the weight of a suitcase.

Figures of Speech Phrases:  Write what each figurative language phrase means on the first line.

Axe to grind.		_______________________________________________________________________

Clean Sweep		_______________________________________________________________________

Chew the fat. 	_______________________________________________________________________

Coast is clear.	_______________________________________________________________________

Give me a break.	_______________________________________________________________________

It’s Greek to me.	_______________________________________________________________________

Let the cat out of the bag.	__________________________________________________________________

Long shot.		_______________________________________________________________________

Mum’s the word.	_______________________________________________________________________

Out on a limb.	_______________________________________________________________________

Read between the lines.	__________________________________________________________________

Take a rain check.	_______________________________________________________________________

True colors.		_______________________________________________________________________

Under the weather:	_______________________________________________________________________

Up my sleeve:	_______________________________________________________________________
